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Beginning in the 2015-16 

school year, the Lycée 

requires students to purchase 

their own copies of texts 

studied in English class. 

By having their own text in 

class, students will learn how 

to annotate their books, mark 

important passages, and 

practice using MLA citation. 

In order to begin this process, 

students must also come to 

class with a set of thin, 

colored Post-it notes.  They 

will use these to mark 

recurring themes and motifs, 

helping them to understand 

texts in more depth. 

 

 

Summer Reading List for Incoming 9th Graders   2016-17 School Year 

By the first day of ninth grade, all students must have read two books on List A 

or one of the books on List B.   

Please note that all of the books on List B are long, demanding, and should be 

attempted only if you are a sophisticated, accomplished reader with a strong 

vocabulary.  In order to write your summer reading essay on a book from list 

B, you must email Mrs. Maguire at kmaguire@lelycee.org and, in a detailed 

paragraph, explain why you want to read this particular book (or books, if 

you haven’t quite chosen, yet); then you must get her permission.  Students 

new to regular English or to a U.S. school should not choose a book from List B; 

choose a pair from List A instead.  

Some of the Books on List A are young adult novels and this will be indicated 

with a (YA). All of the books on both lists are deemed notable by the National 

Council of Teachers of English, and all are regularly taught in high schools 

throughout the U.S. and Britain. An “M” following a book means that the 

protagonist is male; an “F” means that the protagonist is female. 

During the first week of school, you will be writing an in-class essay, worth 

about 20% of your first trimester grade, on your summer reading. Absolutely 

no allowances will be made for students who do not finish their reading in 

time!  Make sure you keep your books because you will need them for when 

you write your essay.  Your essay will be on the hard choices the protagonists 

make, so, as you read, place a bookmark or post-it on any page that shows 

evidence of the main character(s) making difficult choices. If you have any 

questions, please contact Mrs. Maguire at kmaguire@lelycee.org. 
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List A – choose any two books 
Speak, Laurie Halse Anderson (YA) (F) 
Night, Elie Wiesel (Holocaust memoir) (M) 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Maya 
Angelou – memoir  (F)      
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time, Mark Haddon  (M) 
Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck (M) 
 The Pearl, John Steinbeck (M) 
The Color of Water, James McBride—memoir  
(M) 
Mona in the Promised Land, Gish Gen (F) 
A Soldier’s Daughter Never Cries, Kaylie Jones 
(F) 
A Long Way From Verona, Jane Gardam  (F) 
Crusoe’s Daughter, Jane Gardam (F) 
Parrot in the Oven, Victor Martinez  (YA) (M) 
Feed, M.T. Anderson – science fiction (YA) (M 
and F) 

Dune, Frank Herbert –science fiction (M) 
Wicked, Gregory Maguire (fantasy/historical 
allegory) (F) 
True Grit, Charles Portis (M and F) 
 
List B –choose one (the first six novels are 19th 
century British selections, and the last six are 
more recently published modern novels) 
Great Expectations, Charles Dickens (M) 
Oliver Twist, Charles Dickens (M and F) 
Wuthering Heights, Emily Bronte (M and F) 
Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte (F) 
Emma, Jane Austen (F) 
Mansfield Park, Jane Austen (F) 
Brave New World, Aldous Huxley (M and F) 
science fiction 
1984, George Orwell (M) science fiction 
Black Swan Green, David Mitchell (M) 
White Teeth, Zadie Smith 
The Goldfinch, Donna Tartt (M) 
The Luminaries, Eleanor Catton (M and F)

 

To repeat: In order to write your summer reading essay on a book from list B, you must email Mrs. 

Maguire at kmaguire@lelycee.org and, in a detailed paragraph, explain why you want to read this 

particular book (or books, if you haven’t quite chosen, yet); then you must get her permission.  

Students new to regular English or to a U.S. school should not choose a book from List B; choose a pair 

from List A instead. 

For either list, as you read, bookmark pages that contain passages that show the following: 

 Difficulties or problems that the main character(s) has, either because she/he is “different” or 

has character or family problems  (find 3-6 passages) 

 Choices that the main character(s) makes to cope with his/her difficulties (find 3-6 passages) 

 Triumphs or failures due to these choices (1-2 passages) 

FINDING THESE PASSAGES WILL HELP YOU WRITE YOUR ESSAY! 
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Book List for 3eme English   2016 – 2017 

These are the books you will need to purchase or take out from a library for 

English this year, somewhat in chronological order. Except for Romeo and Juliet, 

for which you must obtain the Folger Shakespeare Library version, and Medea, for 

which you should get the Penguin Classics version, any version of the books will 

do, as long as they are the unabridged, full texts. Please note that we are reading 

plenty of poems and short stories this trimester, and I will provide those.  

 Medea, Euripedes (I highly recommend you get the Penguin Classics edition 

of Medea and Other Plays, translated by Phillip Vellacott, widely available in 

bookstores and on-line; but if you cannot, any English translation will do. 

The play is also available on the internet.) 

 The Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger    

 Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare (Folger edition) 

 Between the World and Me, Ta-Nehisi Coates (non-fiction) 

 The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Part I: The 

Pox Party, M.T. Anderson (note: you do NOT need to get the second book, 

Part II, but you may want to read it on your own.) 


